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for  it.  Don’t 
j  to  do  amaz- 

_  „  _  ing  things  through  you.  My 

*Tve  led  worship  in  a  lot  of  parents  and  everyone  else 

■  thought  all  along  that  the  worst 
was  die  most  intense.  Singing  the  would  happen.  So  I  truly  hope 
words:  Here  I  am  to  bow  down;  this  is  a  testimony  to  them.” 

I  am  to  say  that  You're  my  After  their  second  night  of 
God’  will  never  be  the  same  for  captivity  the  group  was  released 
me  again.  There  was  so  much  and  ordered  out  of  the  country, 
value  to  the  words."  As  they  were  escorted  across  the 

The  group  was  held  for  a  border  into  the  neighboring 
night  and  a  day,  sitting  through  country,  Kay  said  they  felt  as  if 
interrogations  by  severed  offi-  they  were  replaying  a  portion  of 
cials,  wno  had  no  proof  to  back  the  book  of  Ads. 

*  ‘  '  ‘  ''  "We  left  there  totally  in  an  Acts 

5:41  frame  of  mind,  she  said, 
like  when  the  apostles  left  rejoic- 
group  ing  because  they  had  been  count¬ 
er  cell  ed  worthy  of  suffering  disgrace 
t  yet  for  Jesus.  When  we  crossed  the 
jed.  In  a  courtyard  in  full  border,  Colvin  busted  out  his 
of  their  guards,  the  group  guitar  again  and  we  sang  and 

_ rert  praise  time .  praised  God  for  title  entire  trip." 

'We  all  held  UNO  cards  for  a  Colvin  said  that  although 
facade,  but  had  an  awesome  the  ordeal  tested  them  in  ways 
prayer  time,"  said  Kay.  "We  they  had  never  experienced 
knew  it  was  Sunday  morning  in  before,  not  one  in  the  group  felt 


"We  were  hungry  and  hadn't  daily  trekking.  Any  doubt  soon  is  call 
rested.  It  had  been  about  four  disappeared  as  the  group  wor-  resist, 
days  since  we  last  showered,"  said  shipea  in  their  tight  quarters. 

[ed  Alexa.  '1  gotpushed  around  a  bit,  Tve  led  worship  m  a  h* 
d’s  and  that's  when  the  emotions  got  places,"  he  said,  "but  this  by  far 
an  really  high  but  that's  also  when 
es-  we  began  to  recognize  that  it  was 
- a  spiritual  battle  here  I 


SHout  of  a  movie,  up  their  charges  against  the 
she  said.  There  was  volunteers.  They  were  given 
one  dim  light  and  a  bread  and  water  to  eat. 

I  dirty  one-room  The  second  night,  the  ^ 

I  cell,  but  we  were  was  allowed  out  of  their 
I  so  at  peace.  Psalm  although  they  weren’t  yet 
1 27:1  Kept  going  released.  In  a  courtyard  ' 

■  through  my  mind:  •  view  ( 

I 'The  Lord  is  my  held  a  covert  praise  timt 
9  light  and  my  salva- 
I  tion  —  whom  shall 
1 1  fear?  The  Lord  is 

■  the  stronghold  of  _ _ _ _ 

■  my  life — of  whom  the  States  and  that  church  was 
I  shall  I  be  afraid?’  starting.  So  we  began  to  praise 
■I  Looking  at  our  jail-  God  for  that,  knowing  people 
eft,  I  knew  straight  up  that  God  were  praying  for  us.  Then  we 
was  sovereign."  realized  it  was  Father's  Day,  so 

Left  alone  by  their  captors,  the  we  really  had  a  time  of  thanks- 
four  gathered  and  prayed  in  foe  giving  to  our  Father  and  for  our 
rell,  making  the  decision  to  give  earthly  fathers." 

God  foe  glory  for  their  situation.  Although  all  four  were  on  their  , 

'It  was  clear  we  had  a  choice,"  first  overseas  trip,  the  entire  group  doesn't  belong  to  you.  You  can 
Kay  said.  "We  talked  about  it  and  knew  going  to  a  restricted-access  meet  Jesus  out  here." 
prayed,  then  Colvin  busted  out  country  would  not  be  easy.  Yet  all  Added  Alexa:  Yes  it's 
the  guitar.  It  was  an  amazing  confessed  a  sense  or  peace  worth  it.  And  I  want  to  go 
time  of  praise  and  worship."  through  knowing  their  only  back.  We  were  all  broken.  "It 
Colvin,  the  only  male  in  foe  course  of  action  was  obedience.  was  a  true  glimpse  of  God." 
group,  said  there  nad  been  dis-  '1  knew  I  was  called  to  be  on  .  , 

cussion  as  to  whether  he  this  trip,"  said  'Zephyr.'  "I  knew  Editor's  note:  Names  and  loca- 
should  bring  his  guitar  on  foe  I  couldn't  run  from  going.  If  tions  in  the  story  hope  been  changed 
trip,  which  would  involve  you  know  in  your  gut  mat  God  or  omitted  for  security  reasons. 


CHURCH  DEMOLISHED  — 
A  church  on  the  Indonesian 
island  of  Ambon  is  one  of  many 
that  has  been  destroyed  as  a 
wave  of  militant  Islam  sweeps 
across  the  country's  Moluku 
Islands  chain.  Cnurches  in 
majority  Islamic  and  commu¬ 
nist  coqjtiies  in  Asia  and  Pacific 
areas  ^^continually  being 
closed  or  burned  to  pre¬ 
vent  beSfr/ers  from  worship¬ 
ping.  Indonesia  is  not  necessar¬ 
ily  foe  country  described  in  the 
accompanying  story.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  International 
Christian  Concern) 
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HOST  AN  EVENT  THAT  WILL  MOBILIZE  YOUR  CHURCH 


July  1  1  nnt-llr*  for  MrtrrinRJ'  -  Irnminont  Votr* 
Auk  Ror onr»o<r:tiriK  Cod  A  CovornmonJ 

Or  I  I  v»*ry  Volt*  Counts 


now  or  never 


’would  be  very  surprised  if,  just  a  few 
decades  ago,  there  were  many  of  us 
who  thought  we'd  see  the  day  when 


_ _  it  we'd  see  the  day  when 

the  very  institution  of  the  family  would  be 
called  into  question  by  the  prospect  of 
same-sex  marriage.  That  day  has  come, 
and  the  biggest  shock  of  all  may  be  that 
this  development  has  prompted  tittle  more 
than  a  minor  outcry  from  most  Americans. 

A  small  percentage  of  Christians 
WBm  have  awakened  to  this  threat,  how- 
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said  about  what  can  happen  when  same- 
sex  marriage  is  given  a  nod  by  the  powers 
that  be.  Not  only  will  the  traditional  fami¬ 
ly  as  it  has  been  defined  for  millennia  go 
by  the  wayside  —  which  I  see  as  the 
gravest  danger  facing  us  —  but  a  number 
of  other  byproducts  will  logically  follow. 

To  name  just  a  few: 

•  The  homosexual  lifestyle  will  gain 
universal  acceptance. 

•  Anyone  daring  to  speak  out  against  it, 
including  the  church,  will  be  silenced  and 
even  penalized. 

•  Scripture  will  be  utterly  rejected  as  a 
relevant  guide  to  behavior. 

•  Laws  forbidding  pedophilia  (sex 

with  children)  and  polygamy  (multiple  want  liberation  from  such  bonds,  while  still 
spouses)  will  be  overturned.  enjoying  all  the  perks  formerly  reserved 

•  The  public  schools  will  be  forced  to  solely  for  married  couples.  The  only  way  tc^ 
teach  our  children  that  homosexuality  is  achieve  that  is  to  nullify  marriage  itself. 

a  viable  lifestyle.  Of  course,  heterosexual  couples  enter  - 

•  More  and  more  special  rights  will  be  ing  into  a  legitimate  union  sanctioned  by 

offered  to  anyone  claiming  homosexual  Scripture  —  and,  until  now,  by  our  gov- 
tendencies.  eminent  —  will  be  the  ones  to  lose  out 

Obviously,  the  impact  of  such  radical  since  the  exclusive  nature  of  biblical 
reforms  cannot  be  overstated  and  the  most  marriage  will  have  been  rejected, 
devastating  result  will  be  the  complete  and  Nonetheless,  there  is  a  glimmer  of 
final  destruction  of  the  family  as  it  has  hope.  Even  as  I  write  this,  a  coalition  of 
been  known  since  the  dawn  of  time.  folks  dedicated  to  saving  marriage  is 

We're  already  seeing  the  homosexual  laboring  toward  the  passage  of  the  FMA. 
movement  accomplish  many  of  its  objec-  Such  legislation,  if  it  succeeds,  essential- 
tives,  and  those  not  yet  fully  realized  are  ly  amends  the  U.S.  Constitution  to  state 
just  over  the  horizon.  If  we  are  to  have  any  that  marriage  shall  consist  only  of  the 
hope  of  thwarting  these  attempts,  it's  time  union  between  one  man  and  one  woman, 
for  the  American  people  to  take  action.  The  FMA  is  not  perfect,  to  be  sure,  but  it 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  is  the  strongest  chance  we  have  of  stopping 
apathy  among  our  fellow  citizens  —  even  the  rapid  advance  of  same-sex  marriage 
as  we've  wafcmed  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  dead  in  its  tracks. 

overturn  anti-sodomy  laws  and  the  Some  critics  of  the  FMA  claim  that 
Massachusetts  high  court  legalize  same  amendments  to  state  constitutions  are  ade 
sex  marriage.  Among  those  skeptical  about  quate  to  combat  homosexual  marriage, 
the  real  dangers  facing  us,  the  common  However,  leaving  this  matter  to  the  states 
thread  of  belief  goes  something  like  this:  invites  chaos  of  an  unprecedented  kind. 
"Why  should  my  family  be  threatened  by  Rather  than  a  uniform  definition  of  marriage 
what  homosexuals  do?''  thatwould  hold  true  throughout  the  country. 

The  answer  is  straightforward:  If  foe  ben-  we'll  have  fifty  different  definitions, 
efits  and  privileges  of  narriage  are  granted  How  will  this  play  out  practically? 
to  anyone  who  wants  them,  this  foundation-  Couples  who  are  married  legally  in  one  state 
al  unit  of  human  society  will  come  to  signi-  could  travel  to  another  state  and  demand 
fy  nothing.  That,  I'm  convinced,  is  foe  illti-  their  status  be  acknowledged.  Imagine  the 
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husband  and  being  seriously 
injured  in  an  ambush  in  Iraq, 

International  Mission  Board 
(1MB)  worker  Carrie  McDonnall 
is  telling  people  who  feel  called 
to  a  dangerous  task  for  the 
Kingdom  they'd  "better  go." 

”We  have  to  keep  going  to 
the  hard  places.  We  nave  to 
keep  going  to  the  violent 
pla|ces,'  McDonnall  told  Baptist 
Press  June  16  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  annual 
meeting  in  Indianapolis.  "God's 
call  was  not  just  to  go  to  the 
places  that  were  easy. 

McDonnall  was  the  lone 
survivor  from  a  March  15 
drive-by  shooting  in  which 
her  husband  David  and  three 
fellow  IMBJworkers,  Larry 
and  Jean  Elliott  and  Karen 
Watson,  were  killed  while 
traveling  in  northern  Iraq. 

McDonnall  .  said  she  hopes 
people  don’t  look  at  her  and 
decide  not  to  go  to  places  like 
Iraq.  "I  hope  this  fires  people  up, 
not  that  they  say,  'I  cant  go.  Look 
at  her,  look  at  the  tragedy  in  her 
life,'  but  rather  say,  Took  how 

God  has  overcome  this,  ”  she  sound  right.  That’s  not  what  I'm 
said.  "He  should  be  glorified,  and  feeling,”  McDonnall  said,  "but  I 
He  will  be  glorified  into  the  utter-  just  continue  to  cling  to  the 
most  parts  of  the  world,  and  the  truth,  even  though  there  have 
church  needs  to  rise  up  and  go."  been  hours  of  going,  'Is  that 

Though  she  had  a  close  right?'  and  going,  'I  know  it's 
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Carrie  McDonnall 


"So  therefore  I’m  dealing 
with  my  body  being  broken  ana 
my  heart  being  broken,  and  His 
Word  says  that  He  is  full  of  love 
and  He  is  sovereign,  and  my 
heart’s 
sound  rii 


NE  churches 
set  July  18 
marriage  rally 

Churches  across  northeast 
Mississippi  have  scheduled  an 
interdenominational,  interra¬ 
cial  rally  at  the  BancorpSouth 
Center  in  Tupelo  on  July  1 8,  to 
show  support  for  the  proposed 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment 
slated  to  be  debated  the  previ¬ 
ous  week  in  the  U.S.  Senate. 

The  event,  entitled  Rally 
for  Traditional  Marriage,  will 
begin  at  6  p.m.  and  adjourn 
at  7:30  p.m. 

Rally  speakers  will  include 
Gary  Bauer  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  chairman  of  the  Campaign 
for  Working  Families  and  former 
president  of  the  Family  Research 
Council;  Mississippi 

Congressman  Roger  Wicker  of 
Tupelo;  and  Bill  Owens,  pastor 
of  Church  of  God  in  Christ  in 
Memphis.  The  American  Family 
Association  in  Tupelo  has 
announced  that  its  radio  min¬ 
istry,  American  Family  Radio, 
will  carry  the  event  live  over  the 
200-station  network. 


R.  Raymond  Lloyd,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Starkville,  for  the 
22  years,  announces  his  retirement.  His  retirement  concludes  45  j 
as  a  pastor  of  Southern  Baptist  churches. 


A1  and  Molly  Fairchild  of  Moselle  plan  a  quick  return  to  India 
after  the  government  there  fails  to  grant  them  a  permanant  visa  to 
continue  their  work  as  volunteer  Baptist  missonaries  in  the 
Chandigarh  area,  forcing  their  return  to  the  U.S. 


C.  Emanuel  Carlson  of  Washington,  executive  director  of  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs,  tells  a  Senate  Interstate 
Commerce  subcommittee  that  "the  persistent  voice  of  the  liquor 
industry  is  an  effective  voice  making  its  impact  on  both  young  and 
old  people.  It  is  just  as  irresponsible  as  it  is  effective." 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Luke  6:9 


Marriage  Amendment 

What  a  marriage  is  should 
not  be  an  issue  to  debate  but 
since  marriage  has  been  brought 
to  the  national  forefront  and  var¬ 
ious  groups  are  pushing  to  have 
it  redefined  or  more  clearly 
undefined,  it  is  a  debate  from 
which  we  must  not  shy  away 
and  we  must  not  lose.  The 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment 
would  put  into  the  national 
body  of  law  a  definition  that 
would  be  biblical  in  its  sub¬ 
stance  and  protective  of  the  God 
given  institution  of  marriage. 

Marriage  should  not  oe  a 
political  issue,  but  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  on  the  political  agen¬ 
da  this  year.  Rather  than  politi¬ 
cal,  it  is  biblical  and  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  and  all 
through  Scripture  God  estab¬ 
lished  and  intended  that  mar¬ 
riage  would  be  the  relationship 
between  a  man  and  a  woman 
committed  to  each  other  under 
Him  in  love.  I  have  heard  some 
politicians  and  leaders  say  that 
the  decision  about  what  mar¬ 
riage  is  or  is  not  should  be  left 
up  to  the  definitions  given  by 
the  courts  of  the  land.  That 
sounds  proper  and  thoughtful 
but  it  is  filled  with  flaws. 

There  are  a  number  of  prob¬ 
lems  with  such  reasoning,  indud- 
ing  the  fact  that  various  states 
have  various  definitions  of  what 
marriage  is  or  should  be. 
Additionally,  there  is  the  problem 
of  where  does  each  state  start  and 
end  with  their  definition.  For 
instance,  some  states  are  now  indi¬ 
cating  that  a  loving  relationship 
between  two  consenting  adults 
whether  of  the  same  sex  or  of 
opposite  sex  can  form  a  marriage. 
Just  a  few  short  years  ago  no  one 
would  have  even  thought  of  such 
a  thing  much  less  enacted  such  a 
thing.  I  suppose  it  proves  that  if 
you  say  a  lie  enough  and  offer  it 
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up  as  truth,  some  people  will  even 
begin  to  believe  that  it  is  truth. 

So  what  if  a  marriage  is  no 
longer  defined  as  a  relationship 
between  a  man  and  woman  and 
it  can  be  a  man  and  a  man  or  a 
woman  and  a  woman  who  are 
adults  and  are  committed  to  each 
other?  What  if  someone  says, 
"We  are  in  love"  —  and  it  is  a 
man  and  his  adult  daughter  or 
even  his  adult  son?  Does  the  law 
now  have  to  recognize  that  as  a 
marriage?  Would  all  of  he  laws 
related  to  incest  and  all  of  the 
problems  related  to  that  kind  of 
relationship  be  thrown  out? 

I  have  neard  people  in  the 
marriage  debate  sav  "Well,  that 
is  being  absurd.  That  is  not 
what  we  are  talking  about  at  all. 
That  would  never  happen." 
Well,  the  need  for  a  marriage 
amendment  in  our  day  is  a 
reminder  that  we  never  thought 
same  sex  marriage  would  ever 
be  considered  acceptable  or 
proper  behavior  either.  If  there 
is  no  definition  of  marriage  and 
if  there  are  no  boundaries,  then 
there  are  no  boundaries  at  all. 
Can  a  marriage  then  be  formed 
between  a  parent  and  child,  or 
between  siblings,  or  even 
between  different  species?  You 
may  say,  "Well  that  is  not  even 
being  reasonable."  I  agree  but 
same  sex  marriage  is  not  rea¬ 
sonable  either.  What  are  we 
supposed  to  do  as  Christians? 
How  are  we  supposed  to 
express  our  views  ana  be  a  part 
of  shaping  our  cultural? 


Speak  up!  It  seems  as 
though  the  voice  of  Christian 
reason  has  been  too  quiet  on 
this  issue.  You  and  I  must 
speak  up  for  a  wonderful,  sim¬ 
ple,  biblical  truth  about  mar¬ 
riage.  I  have  heard  Christian 
folks  say  that  they  did  not  think 
it  made  mucn  difference 
whether  there  was  a  definition 
of  marriage  or  a  marriage 
amendment  or  not,  because  for 
them  everything  would  go 
along  the  same.  Not  so;  if  mar¬ 
riage  has  no  definition  in  our 
society  and  same  sex  marriage 
becomes  an  equal  norm,  then 
the  laws  will  begin  to  shape  a 
different  culture.  To  speak  in 
opposition  to  the  practice 
would  become  /hate  speech. 
Meaningful  marriage  from  a 
biblical  prospective  is  not  being 
anti-anyone  or  hating  anyone, 
but  it  is  holding  to  what  is 
right.  If  you  think  this  is  not  a 
reality  that  could  come  to  our 
country,  just  look  to  the  north 
of  America  and  see  what  has 
taken  place  in  Canada,  where 
the  thing  I  am  describing  is 
already  a  part  of  their  national 
fabric.  Christians  must  not  be 
silent  and  it  is  important  that 
we  speak  up  for  the  truth  of 
God's  creation  of  marriage. 

Shape  up!  I  must  say  that  it 
is  vitally  important  for  us  not 
only  to  work  for  a  marriage 
definition  that  is  correct  but  to 
then  live  in  a  right  relationship 
as  husband  ana  wife.  A  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  Bible  is  a  relation¬ 


ship  between  a  husband  and 
wire  for  a  lifetime.  With  the 
divorce  rate  among  evangeli¬ 
cals  equal  to  the  divorce  rate  of 
unbelievers,  it  is  important  that 
we  speak  up  and  then  shape  up 
in  our  own  nomes. 

Lift  up!  I  think  that  we  need 
to  pray  for  the  leaders  of  our 
country  as  we  have  never 
prayea  before.  Pray  for  our 
President,  who  has  boldly  and 
courageously  stepped  out  front 
to  lead  toward  a  marriage 
amendment.  Lift  up  the  men 
and  women  who  will  be  voting 
and  influencing  others  on  this 
issue.  It  takes  courage  to  do  the 
right  thing  and  not  to  be 
swayed  by  political  expedien¬ 
cy.  Pray  for  pastors  ana  lift  up 
spiritual  leaders  across  our 
country  that  they  will  be  vocal 
and  help  people  understand 
the  issue  and  what  is  at  stake. 

Look  up!  All  of  us  should 
join  together  in  looking  to  heav¬ 
en  for  divine  intervention  in  our 
country,  so  that  we  would  know 
the  hand  of  God  upon  us  and 
follow  God's  will  before  us.  I 
have  so  often  thought  of  that 
proverbial  statement,  "When 
small  men  cast  long  shadows, 
the  sun  is  setting.  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  are  at  the  end  of 
our  nation's  history,  but  I  do 
believe  that  we  are  at  a  point 
where  history  can  be  turned. 
One  of  the  turning,  defining 
moments  can  take  place  in  the 
support  of  and  ratification  of  the 
Federal  Marriage  Amendment. 

Marriage  as  given  to  us  by 
God  is  a  foundation  stone  of  soa¬ 
ety,  an  incubator  of  future  gener¬ 
ations,  a  school  room  for  godly 
mentoring,  and  a  role  model  of 
genuine,  unconditional  love. 

Marriage  is  worth  saving. 

-  -  -  - 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 
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LifeWay  Church  Buses 

“  1-800-370-6180 

www.carpenterbus.com 


Health  Insurance  Too  Expensive?  Call  our  toll  free  Quote  line  today. 
We  can  help! 

Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  plan...  Low 

Rates!  Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery,  optional  benefits  for: 

Doctor's  office  visits,  Prescription  drugs, 

Dental.  Do  you  have  current  Health 
conditions  such  as  High  Blood  Pressure, 
etc...Call  today!  We  Can  Help! 

Medicare  Supplement  Plans  A,  B,  C, 

F,  &  G...  Low  Rates!  Disability 
Supplement  Available,  RX  Card  included  - 
Senior  Dental  Available! 

Agents  needed:  For  complete  details  on  all  plans  including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today.  Not  connected  with  any  Federal  program. 

" Quality  Insurance  Service  for  over  25  years!" 


The  Baptist  Record - — - 


"Hearing  is  Believing" 

For  a  FREE  consultation  call 

Jackson  1-800-844-1200  or  Hattiesburg  1-800-844-5821 
or  go  online  at  www.audioservices.org 

fessional  Sound  A 

KfMVICES 

rch/  School  /Commercial  *  omsion  Of  Mississippi  music  incorporated 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
*  competitive  premium  rates. 

For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 
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July  8,  2004 


Men’s  Ministry 
State  Leadership 
Training 


August  13-14 
Central  HNIs 
Baptist  Retreat 
Kosciusko 

Training  Sessions 

•  Building  an  Effective  Men's 

Ministry  ,.r.  . 

•  Enhancing  YourRAFtogram 

•  Developing  Family  Mission  IHpa 


CLT  Registration  Form  for  Meals  &  Lodging 


Name: _ 

E-Mail:  _ 

Address: _ 

Home  Phone:  (  ) , 

Church: _ 


_  Work  Phone:  (  ) 

ssociation: _ 


□  $1 8  Total  Meal  Package  (includes  all  3  meals) 


□  $7  FrL dinner 


□  $5  Sat  breakfast 


□  $6  Sat.  lunch 


PATTERSON  PLACE  (linens  incl.) 

□  1  •  $35  per  person 
Q  2  •  $35  per  person 

□  3  •  $35  per  person 

□  40  $35  per  person 


GUEST  HOUSE  (linens  incl.) 

Q  $14  per  person 
CABINS  (linens  NQI  incl.) 
□$  8  per  person 


Ministering  in  Other  Oultawi 


•  Developing  a  'Challengers' 
Program 


Camp  Craft  Training 


For  more  info, 
contact  the 
Men’s  Ministry 
Department 
1-800-748-1651 
or 

601-292-3334. 


Friday,  Anguat  IS 
6:00  p.m.  Ragj 
630  p.m.  Sup 
730  p.m.  Ope 


830  p.m.  Thdningfl— iont 


730  am  Bmidut 
830  am.  Draining  Samian  #2 
930  am.  Daining  Seaaion  #3 
1130  am  Oodrar  Session 


July  8,  2004 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's 


Preregistration  is  required  for  meals  and  lodging  only:  the  cost  of  the 
conference  is  free.  Preregistration  for  meals  and  lodging 
MUST  BE  POSTMARKED  NO  LATER  THAN  AUGUST  11. 

y  ■  'jSt- 


Registration  begins  Friday  at  3  p.m.  with  dinner  and  introductions  at  5  p.m. 
Worship  and  lunch  will  conclude  the  training  Saturday  at  1 :30  p.m. 


This  event  is  sponsored  by  Mississippi  WMU,  an  auxiliary  to  and  a  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  For  more  information, 
contact  Tammy  Anderson  at  1  -800-748-1 651 ,  ext.  323,  or 
601-292-3323  or  download  a  registration  form  at  www.mbcb.org 


What  I  tell  you  In  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 1 


Make  checks  payable  to  Camp  Garaywa,  memo  to  “WMU  CUT 
Mail  to:  Camp  Garaywa,  312  Camp  Garaywa  Rd.,  Clinton,  MS  39056 


Optional  Lodging  at  nearby  hotels: 
Comfort  Inn  60 1 -924-9364 
Days  Inn  601-925-5065 
Hampton  Inn  601-925-9393 
Holiday  Inn  Express  601-924-0064 


Meal  Total:  $ _ 

Lodging  Total:  $_ 
Total  Endotcd:  $ 


1 


m 


For  information,  please  contact  Tammy  Anderson  at  1-800-740-1651,  ext  323, 
or  tandersonOmbcb.org,  or  check  our  Web  site  at  www.mbcb.org. 
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Growing  Churches  2004 
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broken."  Ecd.402 
" United  in  Ministry 


July  2MI 
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Teacher  Appreciation  and 
PrayerWalk  for  Schools 

Sunday,  August  1 

•  Conduct  a  commitment  service  during  the  morning 
worship  for  school  teachers  and  administrators. 

•  Pray  and  commission  teachers  and  administrators  as 
they  begin  the  new  school  year. 

•  Request  specific  prayer  needs  from  school  adminis¬ 
trators  and  teachers. 

•  Meet  at  the  church  on  Sunday  afternoon  to 
PrayerWalk  and/or  prayer  drive  around  the  area 
schools. 

•  Share  the  PrayerWalk  experiences  during  the 
evening  worship. 

If  you  would  like  to  receive  information  on  PrayerWalking  Local  Schools  for 

Principals,  for  Pastors  and  for  Participants,  call  6 01-292-3324  or  E-mail 

KBurns@mbcb.org.  Order  PrayerWalking  key  chains  from 

www.prayerclosetministries.org  or  call  Dr.  Kevin  Meador,  6 01-635-2180. 


BIBLE  DRILL  CAMP 

August  5-7, 2004 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Foe  AD  children  who  have  completed  grades  3-6  (Bible 
Drill  Camp  is  open  to  any  church  group  whether  they 
have  Bible  Drill  at  their  church  or  not) 

Coat:  |90  •  Registratkxt:  130  pJiL,  Thitusday,  August  5 


with 

limFutcal 


•mr  '  ■  ■> 


Fwnoninfonmtkmdxndtncmnppngnan 
contact  Don  Web,  camp  pastor,  St  601-292-3287 
in  Jndaoncr  1S00-74S-1651  or  by  E-anti  at 

rCf  MfVWfUR  mXtUS 


September  14-16 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Pro fessional  Certification 
for  Ministry  Assistants 

and 

Ministry  Office  Ski II Shops 


MINISTRY  OFFICE  SKILLSHOPS 
Time  Management 
Church  Financial  Management 

Sarah  Fanner 

'V  •  it* '2m 


For  more  Info,  contact  the 
Pastor/Leadership 
Development  Department 
at  1-900-748-1651  or 
601-292-3305. 


PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATION 
Sandy  Sigmon 


SINGLES 

Missions  LAB 


2*;  fiour- 

*' 

September  24-25, 2004 

h.::nts-.;;i  ;;n;nstr'/ 

.fCStl.JIOIUCS 

EKT2EME 

Camp  Garaywa 

f  cl  1  :ws;n;i 

MAKEOVER 

Clinton,  Miss. 

worsTiiit 

tclcbroticiis. 
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able  after  tat  lime,  but  substitutions  may  be  made.  For  information,  plaaae  contact 
Tammy  Andmwon  at  1-000-745-1651,  ext  323.  or  tandantonOmtxbxNg,  or  download  a 
regMratton  form  at  www.fnbcto.ofy. 


Singles  MissionsLAB  Registration 

Contact  Parson  Lodging:  choose  one 

___ _  GUEST  HOUSE  CABINS 

Home  1 _ )  _  Includes  Linens  Hnana  NOT  Induced 

WofM _ 1 _  □  $14  par  paraon  Q  $8  per  person 

Address _  .  i  •  a ,  ^  n  n  ■ .  —  —  —  —  iM  jt,  .i ,  m  , 

pj.  0  _  -  amt-  cnooaa  group  or  aa  individual  maaia 

f!*7 — \ -  □  $25  Total  meal  package* 

-  □  $7  Fit.  din/ □  $5  Sat  bid/  □  $6  Sat  \unl □  $7  Sat.  din 


Home  | _ 1 _ 

WorM _ 1 _ 

Address  _ 

City _ Stats 

Fax  I  ) _ 

E-m«l  - - 

Oik,  hmW  amAMWAMVi* 

cnurcn  mamoarsnip 


Lodging  Coat  t 

+  Meat  Coat  $ _ 

CHw  _ _  ♦MWatryFaa  $ _ ^wwwaaa 

Aaaodaion  Subtotal  $ _ 

No.  of  females  in  group  _  * - #  of  people  312rSTH?Z m££_ 

No.  of  males  in  group  _ _  *  TOTAL  PAJD  $ _  Obaon,M839Q6 

Your  Ware's  ministry  chotoa  (niglstir  each  warn  up 

P/eafe  attach  the  name ,  i-shirt  size ,  □  Light  oontonidioniWatohwIzaion 

address,  phone  number  and  E-mail  for  Q  Children's  minMriea  (Backyard  Bible  Clubs,  etc.) 

each  participant  you  are  registering.  □  Acts  of  Mndnaaa  (things  that  help  people) 

□  Social  mlnletrtss(Food,  clothing) 


Haka  CHECKS  pauabmm 
Camp  Qaraywa  3  MAIL  to 


312  Camp  Qamywa  Rd 
Ctnton,  MS  39066 


•  *  • 
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For  (1)CA 


July  9-22, 2004 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  Prayerline  t  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 

'To  pray  is  to  change.  'Trayer  is  the  central  avenue  Qob  uses  to  transform  us.  If  fmmmubm**  [  For  i  ctntnhy ,  GM*on 
We  are  unwilling  to  change.  We  Will  abandon  prayer  as  a  noticeable  characteristic  rSffgs?1  ^ 

of  our  li\/es.  'The  closer  We  come  to  the  heartbeat  of  Qob  the  more  We  see  our  neel  SHEU tbSR  E  KSSffiSS.'Sey 
anl  the  more  We  besire  to  be  conformed  to  Christ 

'Richarb  'Foster  in  Celebration  of  'Discipline  £1151**^  SEl  they  will 


fleam  pray  for  a  eral  tram  of  For  (1)  CA  Cm,  Can* 
*■*"?>■>*<??■*  to  <"*  Garavwa,  ClXJ  12dv16di 

mSSSSST  JSsSMT 


H^h-I  pjn.,  16th  tfon,  irawy  rtew  m  «efong  en*  **  aad  feotofical  fotafoHMMl 

(3)  Summer  Missions  jf***?!1****  tnMng  Mag  •»  lone  school  tMHfopSciKy. The 

Boys,  Central  Hills  h*al^  **«■***)■*  break,  mid  have  to  add  Aap*.  loedfodoMMldQi 

Baptist  Retreat,  Kosdusko,  10  down  teradi  foam  Gam.  Mww  are  wtfcg  to  serve  bm  among  foe  flfrsiilrpni  I  ill' 

a.m.,  12th-1  p.m.,  16th  (MM).  Pwyfo«l*t  VStagadirab.  nacd  God's  dhadten.  in fochM, Tm.  Prar Minor 

side  and  aot  coma  to  Gem.  wimaho)—  » tutor. 


Continue jaiytogfcr  foe  Cam  Ask  God  to  had  On 

■wi^nk  inmvMOt  iiiniBygmwy 

persecution  is  Mvwys  diem.  to  places  of  Christian 

crania  fob  time  of  parseai-  where  they  cm  me  their  ht- 


For  I  Centrifuge,  Gutfshore 
Baptist  Assembly,  PM 
i  Christian,  IOth-1 5  th 
(LifeWay);  (2)  Team  Belgium 

aLjM  uiiaa  hum  aauea  um 

fives  praise  over  seven  wrx) 
Were  recently  baptized.  They 
were  from  Iran,  South  Africa, 
the  Philippines,  Kazakhstan, 
and  Uzbekistan.  Intercede 
that  they  will  continue  to 

For  (1)  II  Centrifone,  Gutehore 
(  Baptist  AiMmbly,  mb>22nd 
|  OjfcV^®ActemActivaton 


Baptist  Retreat,  Kosciusko,  10 
a.m,  12th-1  p.m.,  16th  (MM). 


NrmUMMWeMn*  for  (1)  II  Centrihw,  Culfshore 

|  OnMH^KmdudmtMMI;  Baptist  A*emUjTlh.22nd 
i  (2)  ThtKMiariiy  Central  (LifeWav);®  Adeem  Activators 

EranmBoa  Tom  write ‘Prayer  Trip,  17tta-24«i  (WMUh  P) 

Irasmttr  Bsuadr* 

Mil  KhaifmnMinlaM  Kama^NeStea  Convention. 
AMca.  Pray  M  foey  *•  me  Pny  for  sunnier  camp  which  is 


i  Convention. 
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fteriwo 
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If  you  have  taken  a  Men’s 
Ministry  mission  trip  this 
year,  don’t  forget  to  turn  in 
your  Volunteer  Missions 
Report  before  August  16th. 


f  r  j  i 

ps 
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Don  t 


Foi 


l«  Pny  for  simmer  camp  which  is 

**  being  hodhme2BAugust  13in 

•»’  Aim^  Kan. 


MISS  EMILY  C.  HEWITT 
Parents:  Earl  and  Ramona  Hewitt 
West  Africa:  Medicine 

jdBjj . 

9-1646 

MR.  MICHAEL  R.HOLYFIELD 
Parents:  Michael  and  Patricia  Hotyfleid 
Central  A  Eastern  Europe:  Cfmrch  Planting 

9-17-91 

MISS  LOREN  M.  FOSTER 

Parents:  Michael  and  Miranda  Poster 
Middle  America:  Strategy 

9-21-92 

MR.  DERRICK  A.  DaMARS 

Parents:  Guy  and  Cindy  DeMars 

rftsi  njriccL  community  uevewpmem 

9-21-00 

MR.  JOSEPH  C  PRICE 

Parents:  Richard  and  Otristi  Price 
Central  and  Eastern  Europe:  Medicine 

9-2743 

MISS  AMY  K.  LEE 
Parents:  Henry  and  Unda  Lee 
Western  Pacific:  Chnrth  Planting 


Me  a  moment  to  send  a 
card  to  encourage  the 
children  of  our 
missionaries 1 

PLEASE  NOTE 

r* .4  v 34R **cEgL' 

Church  members  itisy 
send  a  package  # 
cards  together;  caxis 
do  not  have  to  be  sent 
individually  to 
Stewardship.  - 


If  you  did  not  receive  a  volunteer  mission  report  form  in 
the  mail  please  contact  the  Men's  Ministry  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  601 -292-3334, 


Just  for  the  Record 


Homecomings  &  Revivai  s 


McAdams,  Attala  a.m.;  lunch  will  be  served; 

Association:  Revival  July  18-21;  Tommy  Purvis,  pastor. 

Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch  at  noon, 

and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  10:30  Mission  Hill,  Wesson: 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.,  with  choir  at  6:30  Revival  July  19-21;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
p.m.;  David  Shepherd,  Highland,  Billy  Howse,  evangelist. 

Jones  Association,  evangelist; 

Alton  Blanton,  music;  Dan  West,  Paynes,  Charleston: 

pastor;  all  are  invited.  Homecoming  July  11;  Sunday 

School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  n 
Clifton,  Scott  Association:  a.m.;  lunch  will  be  served; 
Revival  July  14-16;  7  p.m.  singing  will  follow;  Avery  Jones, 
nightly;  Mike  Powell,  Tony  Nashville,  Term.,  guest  speaker; 
Henry,  Edward  Knox,  Shannon  Tommy  Tanner,  pastor. 

Bums,  Don  Taylor,  and  Randall 

Creel,  speakers;  Danny  and  Pine  Hill,  Enterprise:  Revival 
Nancy  Harrison,  music.  July  15-17;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Danny 

Lanier,  Little  Rock,  evangelist; 

.  New  Ireland,  Union:  Revival  all  are  welcome. 

Valerie  Christine  Oliver,  Jessica  July  18-21;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  4 

Nicole  Lockwood,  and  Ben  Joel  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  6  p.m.;  Tommy  Oak  Grove,  Lake:  revival 
'Thomas.  Anderson,  evangelist;  Chris  July  18-21;  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  11 


First  Church  Louisville  Groundbreaking,  Louisville 


Oak  Grove  Church,  Daniel  Memorial  Church, 
Smithdale,  will  hold  VBS,  Lava  Jackson,  will  have  a  Summer 
Lava  Island,  Where  Jesus'  Love  Celebration  Service  July  12  at  7 
Flows,  July  12-16  from  8:30-  p.m.  featuring  the  New  Life 
11:30  a.m.  Micah  C.  Rutland  is  Quartet.  Admission  is  free,  but 
pastor.  a  love  offering  will  be  received. 


I  racy  B.  Bailey,  Wendell  a.m.,  lunch  will  be  served,  Liberty,  Forest:  Revival 

Rogers,  Juanita  Hight,  Davis  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  July  11-14;  nightly  at  7  p.m.;  J. 
Taylor,  and  Don  Boone,  pastor.  Philip  Hemby,  speaker;  Garland  McKee,  evangelist; 

Delton  Holland,  music;  Wiley  Ernie  Myers,  pastor. 

The  Creative  Arts  Ministry  Reid,  interim  pastor, 
of  Hillcrest  Church,  Byram,  Ashland,  Ashland:  Revival 

will  present  a  dinner  theater.  If  Vaiden,  Vaiden:  Revival  July  11-14;  daily  at  noon  and  7 
the  Good  Lord's  Willing  and  July  18-21;  daily  at  10:30  a.m.  p.m.;  Floyd  Paris,  Unity, 
the  Creek  Don't  Rise,  August  ana  7:30  p.m.;  Scott  Vaughn,  Ashland,  Ky.,  evangelist;  Brian 
13  and  14.  Dinner  begins  at  6  BSU  Director,  East  Central  Price,  First,  Waverly,  Tenn., 

¥.m.  and  the  play  at  7  p.m.  Community  College,  speak-  music;  Randy  Crews,  Sr,  pastor, 
ickets  are  $12.50  and  may  be  ing;  Billy  Jack  Green, 

gurchased  at  Party  Warehouse,  Franklin,  Tenn.,  music;  R.  Goodwater,  Forest: 

yram,  or  the  church  office.  For  Leon  Holly,  pastor.  Homecoming  July  11;  11  a.m.; 

more  information,  call  (601)  lunch  at  noon;  cemetery  associ- 

372-0132.  f  Hickory  Grove,  Sumrall:  ation,  1:30  p.m.;  Parks  Marler, 

Revival  July  11-16;  Sunday,  retired  missionary  to  Guam, 
10:30  a.m.,  lunch  will  be  speaker;  all  are  invited. 

|  served,  and  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.- 

Frf-,  7  p.m.;  Mike  Lee,  evange-  First,  Polkville:  150th 

WtoAflm  list;  Mike  Morris,  music  evan-  Anniversary  July  11;  10:30 

gelist;  nursery  provided;  all  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.;  all  are 
are  welcome.  welcome. 

RAPTT^TPs  Mission  Hill,  Wesson:  Gore  Springs,  Gore  Springs: 

^  J  Homecoming  July  18;  Sunday  Revival  July  18-23  Sunday,  11 

School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  10:45  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
F  y  060  Yarber'  evangelist;  Johnny 

^  Presley,  music  evangelist;  Roy 

fin  |  s|0rl  D.  Hawkins,  pastor. 


LEADS  THE  NATION  IN  HI 


More  than  50%  of  Mississippi  deaths 

related  to  heart  disease  occur  in  women.  ▼ 

For  many  women, a  first  heart  attack  is  fatal  because 
symptoms  and  risk  factors  went  without  attention. 

More  frighteningly,  only  8%  of  women  even  realize  that 
heart  disease  is  a  significant  health  risk  to  women. 

Call  1  -800-948-6262  or  948-6262  for  your  $25  Hoart  Screening. 


www.mbcb 


EARN  UP  TO:  076 

Theee  bond#  may  be  placed  in  a  eeif-dlractad  BA 
TVnfcn  «d  rollover!  accepted,  In  mom  amm. 


Calvary  Church  Graduates,  Pascagoula 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Thle  announcement  it  neither  an  offer  to  eel) 
nor  a  eoUdtation  of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offer* 
are  made  by  propectue  only. 
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Children  of  Bethsaida  Church,  Philadelphia 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Encouraged  by  Sure  Salvation 

1  John  3:21-24;  5:1-5,  9-13, 18-19 


By  Mo  Baker 


The  linchpin  of  our  American 
judicial  system  rests  upon  four 
simple  words;  "Innocent  until 
proven  guilty."  Under  US.  laws  an 
individual  is  presumed  innocent  of 
wrongdoing  until  all  facts  of  his 
case  are  heard  and  evidence  is  pre¬ 
sented.  Theoretically,  the  presence 
or  absence  of  evidence  against  an 
individual  forms  the  basis  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  verdict  in  court  The  most 
credible  types  of  evidence  often 
used  in  contemporary  courtrooms 
indude  eyewitnesses,  fingerprints, 
and  DNA,  all  of  which  can  either 
vindicate  or  incriminate  a  suspect 
.  Alt! rough  Christianity  can 
never  be  defined  or  defended  in 
strict  legal  terms,  is  there  any  kind 
of  evidence  that  reveals  whether  a 
person  is  a  Christian?  According  to 
1  John,  there  are  several  indicators 
that  confirm  the  presence  of  Christ 
in  an  individual's  life,  each  pro¬ 


ducing  encouragement 
for  benevers  as  they  rest  in 
the  eternal  security  found 
in  Christ  Let's  examine 
some  evidences  for  salva¬ 
tion  as  presented  in  1  John. 


Baker 


postulate  an  idea  of  salva¬ 
tion  by  works;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  his  objective  was  to 
remind  his  audience  that 
believers  in  God  bring 
honor  to  God  in  the  spe¬ 
cific  keeping  of  His  com¬ 
mands  ana  in  sponta¬ 
neous  acts  of  selflessness. 
The  result  of  obedience  to 
_  God's  commands  is  an 

:r  overwhelming  certainty  of 

an  abiding  relationship  with  God. 


I.  Obedience  to  God  Is  an 
Indicator  of  Salvation  (1 
John  3:21-22,  5:3 b-4). 

False  teachers  had  infiltrated 
the  church  erf  the  first  century,  caus¬ 
ing  doubts  about  salvation  to  arise 
among  the  believers.  John  wrote  to 
produce  confident  assuranoe  that  if 
believers  obeyed  God,  they  could 
be  certain  of  their  eternal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Christ  Obedience  to 
Goa  is  crucial  to  the  Christian  life. 
The  act  of  obeying  God  is  not  some 
divinely-imposed  sentence  of 
hardship,  since  "His  commands 
are  not  burdensome"  (1  Jn  5:3b). 
Rather,  the  true  Christian  will  want 
to  "do  what  pleases  [God]"  (1  Jn 
322).  John  was  not  intending  to 


II.  Love  for  God  and  Fellow 
Believers  Is  Evidence  of 
Salvation  (1  John  3:23b-24, 
52-3a). 

John  offered  additional  verifica¬ 
tion  erf  salvation  for  the  children  of 
God.  To  belong  to  God  means  to 
love  the  children  of  God.  John  had 
in  mind  the  continuous,  daily  prac¬ 
tice  of  acting  in  the  best  interest  of 
fellow  believers.  Loving  fellow 
believers  can  only  occur  if  love  for 
God  is  foremost  in  a  Christian's 
life.  The  love  for  God  as  depicted 
by  John  points  to  a  continuous, 
abiding  relationship  with  the 
Father.  John's  thought  on  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  God's  Spirit  working  in 
believers  parallels  closely  Paul's 


Explore  the  Bible 

Line  Up  with  God's  Purposes 

2  Kings  11-12 

By  Mary  Carraway _  doms.  Arguably  moi 

evil  than  ner  motht 


Human  nature  sometimes 
causes  us  to  follow  our  purposes 
rather  than  God's.  Persauded 
by  our  own  understanding, 
desires,  or  ambitions,  we  choose 
ways  contrary  to  God's  will. 
This  lesson  features  two  women, 
one  who  acted  in  opposition  to 
God's  purposes  and  one  who 
courageoously  acted  in  line  with 
God's  purpose. 

Face  Challenges  to  God's 
Purpose  (2  Kings  11:1) 

Our  study  moves  from  Israel 
to  the  southern  kingdom  of 
Judah.  Ahaziah,  the  king  of 
Judah,  had  been  killed  by  Jehu 
creating  an  opportunity  for  his 
evil  and  ambitious  mother, 
Athaliah.  This  daughter  of 
Ahab  and  Jezebel  had  married 
Jehoram,  king  of  Judah,  in  an 
effort  to  cement  friendly  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  two  king¬ 


doms.  Arguably  more 
evil  than  ner  mother, 
she  established  Baal 
worship  in  Judah,  t“an 
usurped  the  throne,  pulled 


Embrace  God's 

Purposes  (2  Kings  11:2- 
3,12) 

God's  plans  may 
sometimes  be  challenged, 
but  they  are  never  thwart¬ 
ed.  Jehosheba,  wife  of 
Jehoida,  the  high  priest, 
dared  to  rescue  the  one- 

— - year-old  Joash,  son  of 

Carraway  Ahaziah,  her  brother,  and 
lied  last  surviving  heir  to  the  throne  of 


down  part  of  the  temple  in  David.  She  took  him  from  the 
Jerusalem,  and  slaughtered  the  royal  princes  who  were  about  to  be 
descendants  of  David.  murdered  and  hid  him  in  the 

At  the  death  of  Ahaziah,  who  Temple,  one  of  the  last  places 


reigned  for  only  one  year, 
Athaliah  determined  to  take  the 
throne  of  Judah  for  herself.  To 
make  this  happen,  she  proceeded 
to  annihilate  all  the  royal  and 
rightful  heirs.  These  were  the 
heirs  of  David  to  whom  God  had 
promised  that  his  house  and  his 
kingdom  would  "endure  forever 
before  me"  and  through  whom 
would  ultimately  come  the 
promised  Messiah  (2  Samuel 
7:12-16).  Fueled  by  sinful  self- 
interest,  her  ruthless  purge  was 
in  direct  conflict  witn  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  God,  until  He  intervened 
to  redeem  His  promise  of  a 
Savior  from  the  tribe  of  Judah. 


ardent  Baalists  would  look  for  him. 

Six  years  later  by  means  of 
a  plot  carefully  planned  by 
Jehoida  and  carried  out  by  the 
military  and  temple  guard, 
Joash  was  brought  out, 
crowned,  anointed,  and  pro¬ 
claimed  king.  The  assembled 
crowd  enthusiastically  accept¬ 
ed  him.  God's  promise  to 
David  held  true.  Jehoida  who 
with  courage  and  commit¬ 
ment  acted  in  line  with  God's 
purpose  influenced  others  to 
do  so  as  well.  Our  actions 
may  have  a  far-reaching  influ¬ 
ence  when  we  embrace  God's 
purposes  and  act  accordingly. 


theology  in  Romans  about  the 
Spirit  agreeing  with  our  spirits  that 
we  are  God's  children  (Ro  8:16). 
When  one  possesses  the  Spirit  of 
God,  it  is  divine  evidence  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  relationship  with  God. 

III.  Belief  in  the  Son  of  God 
Authenticates  Salvation  (1 
Jn  3:23a,  5:1-5, 10-13) 

Contemporary  philosophies, 
similar  to  the  protoGnostiasm  of 
the  first  century,  hold  varying 
opinions  as  to  the  identity  of  Jesus. 
John's  message  to  believers  is  that 
Jesus  is  both  the  Son  of  God  and 
the  Christ  (Messiah).  John  even 
offered  further  confirmation  of 
Jesus'  identity  by  his  reference  to 
the  Spirit,  Jesus'  baptism,  and  the 
crucifixion  (1  Jn  5:6-9).  John 
instructed  his  readers  that  to 
believe  in  Jesus  is  to  place  one's 
faith  in  all  that  Jesus  is.  Genuine 
believers  will  acknowledge  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  Scripture  about  Jesus. 
Refusal  to  accept  what  the  Bible 
teaches  concerning  Jesus  is  the 
equivalent  of  rejecting  the  witness 
or  God.  To  live  by  Goa's  truth  that 
Jesus  is  the  Messiah  means  to  pos¬ 
sess  Christ  himself,  which  is  both  a 
present  reality  and  a  future  expec- 


Fulfill  God's  Purpose  (2 
Kings  11:15-20) 

When  Athaliah  heard  the  noise 
of  celebration,  she  went  to  the 
temple  and  saw  little  Joash  stand¬ 
ing  oy  the  pillar  at  the  eastern 
gate,  the  customary  place  for  the 
king.  The  queen  immediately 
unaerstood  what  had  happened 
She  tore  her  robes  shouting 
'Treason!"  Athaliah  was  the  real 
traitor.  Having  been  on  the  throne 
of  Judah  for  six  years,  the  only 
woman  ever,  she  was  not  a  blood 
descendant  of  David;  therefore, 
she  had  no  legitimate  claim. 
Jehoida  ordered  me  commanders 
to  arrest  her.  They  led  her  out  of 
the  temple  area,  in  respect  and 
reverence  for  God,  took  ber  to  the 
Horses'  Entrance,  and  executed 
her.  Her  death  was  a  political 
necessity,  but  it  was  also  the  just 
judgment  of  God  on  a  wicked 
queen  who  opposed  His  plans. 

Acting  as  advisor  to  the  young 
Joash,  Jenoida's  task  was  three¬ 
fold.  He  was  to  lead  the  people  to 
renew  the  covenant,  to  renounce 
idolatry,  and  to  restore  the  right¬ 
ful  heir  to  the  throne. 

First,  Jehoida  led  the  people 
in  a  covenant  renewal.  They 
agreed  that  they  would  be  the 


tatkm.  The  gift  of  eternal  life  comes 
from  God  to  those  who  have  the 
Son.  By  John's  own  admission,  he 
wrote  1  John  so  that  believers 
could  have  certainty  of  eternal  life. 

IV.  A  Life  Changed  by  God 
Attests  to  Salvation  (l  Jn 
5:18-19). 

Believers  are  made  new  in 
Jesus  Christ  (2  Co  520).  John 
asserts  that  believers  in  Jesus 
are  characterized  by  the  inabili¬ 
ty  to  practice  habitual,  long¬ 
term  sin,  since  they  are  under 
the  protection  of  Jesus  Christ, 
"the  one  bom  of  God"  (1  Jn 
5:18).  Consequently,  the  devil  is 
powerless  to  overcome  chil¬ 
dren  of  God.  John  concludes  by 
expressing  an  intuitive  knowl¬ 
edge  shared  by  believers  that 
we  indeed  are  God's  children. 

The  evidence  John  offers 
regarding  salvation  is  com¬ 
pelling.  Believers  can  be  certain 
of  eternal  life!  Unbelievers  can 
receive  Jesus  and  experience  the 
same  comforting  assurance!  Isn't 
that  encouraging? 

Baker  is  BSU  Director  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  in  Oxford. 


Lord's  people  and  that  God's 
anointed  should  be  their  king. 
The  covenant,  an  agreement  or 
contract  between  two  parties,  is 
an  ancient  tradition.  The  idea 
of  a  covenant  is  central  to 
God's  dealings  with  his  people. 
Beginning  with  Noah  (Genesis 
9:9-17)  and  culminating  with 
the  New  Covenant  Oeremiah 
31:31),  God's  covenants  reveal 
God's  purposes. 

To  implement  their  renewed 
commitment  to  the  covenant, 
Jehoida  led  the  people  to  tear 
down  the  temple  of  Baal  and  kill 
Mattan,  the  priest  of  Baal.  One 
step  remained.  The  new  king 
was  taken  to  the  palace,  the  seat 
of  the  political  government,  and 
placed  on  the  throne.  Once 
again,  a  descendant  of  David 
reigned  in  Jerusalem.  The  people 
rejoiced,  the  city  was  quiet,  and 
the  Davidic  covenant  was  intact 
because  two  people  dared  to  fol¬ 
low  God's  purposes. 

This  lesson  should  encour¬ 
age  us  to  seek  and  to  fulfill 
God's  purposes  for  our  lives 
and  for  our  church. 

Carraway  is  member  of  First 
Church,  Wiggins. 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Morgan 
Oul  ledge 
Melba  Kendrick 

Mr.  Shcnell  R.  Sturdivant 
Mm  Ana  KimbreB 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Floyd  E. 

Fuqua 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J. 

Glaze 

Mrs.  Violet  F.  Taylor 
Gerald  Kimky 

Mr.  A  Mr*  Wallace  A. 

Chy 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and 
helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed 
to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

June  14  -  30, 2004 
Honors 


Ms.  Ethel  D.  Fulford 
Mr.  Elmer  Putnam 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dale  Vickers 
C.  Hoocker  Quick 

Gary  A  Vera  Beech 
T.  J.  A  Irma  K.  Frierson 
Mm  Monk  "Pinkie”  Rank 
The  Sweetwater  Piddlers 
Ms.  Maade  KeRy  Rayboa 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Mm  Ina  Reed 

Mr.AMrs.AUenW.CMcD 
Miriam  "Stater"  Reynolds 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  L. 


Ruth  Sullivan 
Millard  Fuller 

Ken  A  Barbara  Fuller 
Mm  Fred  (Twenty)  Gaddis 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  E. 
Greener 

James  D.  Giles,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Louie  May  Giles 
Katbyra  Goes 

Aniye  A  Gary  Wiggs  and 
Amanda 

Mm  Jean  Gough 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Oeage  S.  Crania 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  L. 
Sullivan  Sr. 

Ina  Grantham 

Southern  Rock,  LLC 
Ms.  Marie  W.  Ward 
Ralph  S.  Gray 

Robbie  A  Billy  Joe  Cross 
Lt.  Col.  Chuck  A  Mrs. 
Jeane  Kclber 


Douglas  A  Ann  Moore 
Mr.  Marshall  Foch  BaUow 
Mrs.  Bee  Fulgham 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Or.  Jobs  E.  Barnes,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Wilton 
Mr.  Paal  David  Batts 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Dan  W 
Southerland 
Wanda  Betk 

Philene  A  Stuart  Allen 
Mm  Mabel  E.  McCoolM 
Dr.  A  Mis.  LinuelD.  Jayne 
Mm  Bobble  Berbard 
Mr.  M.  E.  Brewer 
Floyd  E.  Bishop 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Jim  Boland 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Tom  W.  DooMe 
Alice  Boling 


Fathers  at  FBC-RJchtoa 

First  Baptist  Church, 

Rich  ton 

Rev.  John  P.  Adcock 

Bums  Baptist  Church 
Howard  Bums 

-  Bums  Baptist  Church 
Sandy  Crook 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dole  Stuart 
Martin  Finley 

Steve  Murphy's  SSC- 
N  Columbia  BC 
Mr.  Jimmy  Gaalt 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linue!  D.  Jayroe 
Mm  Annie  Laurie  Gnntar 

Dr.  A  Mrs  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Frank  E.  Harris 

Ms.  Susan  Wald 
Danny  Hnwklna 

Burnt  Baptist  Church 
The  Herringtons 

Mi.  Margaret  C.  Ashley 
Doan  Hclleman 

Ashley  ind  Laura  Lee 
Walters 

Lanrte  Holtaman 

Ashley  and  Laura  Lee 
Walters 

Mm  Erica  W.  Jayroe 

Di.  A  Mis.  Unuta  D.  Jbyroe 
Mm  Laveram  Jordan 

1>.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jbyroe 
Mr.  A  Mm  DavM  May 
Dorsal  SSC,  FBC- 
Starkville 


Vernon  BC 

Brian  Robinson 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  M. 

Mm  Patsy  (Pat)  Rack 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  T.  J.  Dicker 

VftnMuul  B*n  —  ^  —  n.  —  .  . 
r,iwwja  Hvnwiry 

Mt  A  Mis.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
WiBRmml 

Tkylor  BC  -  Tsylor 

Mm  Ruby  Lpa  Sanders 

Kathiyn  Bms  Moody  SSC 
-  FBC  Poplarville 
Mr.  Scott 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Floyd  E.  Fuqua 
Mr.  Wiliam  W.  "Bn"  Shephard 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linml  D.  Jayroe 
Mrs.  Lee  Audi*  Jayroe 
Mm  Cbrta  Shews 

Mr.  R.  B.  Shows 


Jo  A  Jimmie  Smithoy 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
Cordially  Invites  You  to  a 
Reception  Honoring 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 


Sunday,  July  11,  2004 
2:00  p.m.-  4:00  p.m. 


BCV  Alumni  Reunion 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
is  hosting  the 

Biannual  BCV  Alumni  Reunion 
July  9th  &  10th. 

Festivities  will  begin  Friday 
evening  with  dinner  and  a  southern 
gospel  concert  by  The  Next  Generation. 
Then  on  Saturday  morning  there  will 
be  a  performance  by 
Rev.  James  "Jimmy"  Smith,  Humorist 
&  Magician  followed  by  lunch. 
Child  care  is  available  upon  request. 


The  Reedy  Acres  Campus 
Celebrating  20  Years  of  Ministry 
1984-2004 


217  CR  438 

Water  Valley,  Mississippi 


Lyndoll  W.  Hal* 

Father  af  Mm  Kathy  Lang 
Ms.  Ellen  Harpoic 
Mr.  Stephan  David  Lm 

Mr  A  Mrs  Larry  L. 
Johnson 

Miskelly  Furniture 
Mrs.  Martha  Coghlan 
Mr.  Oenld  M.  Abdalla 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  E. 
Hawkins 

Mr.  John  B.  Higdon 
Lady  Forest  Farms,  Inc. 
Mapioita  Gummy  Lift  ha. 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Abraham 
Mike  A  Jan  it  Clark 
Molly  A  Children  Morris 
Chief  Juetioe  Jim  A  Kathy 

Smith 

Morton  Finance 
Company,  Inc. 

The  Berry  Patch  Inc. 


Gary  A  Vbi  Beech 
T.  J.  A  Inna  K.  Frierson 
Charts*  T.  McDaniel 

Ma.  Vivian  S.  Smith 
Glenda  A  Jerry  Fry 
Charles  McDonald 

Ma.  Julia  Mullins 
Mm  Flames  McGee 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Demit  L. 
McPhail 

Lillian  Hayward,  Perry 
Anne  A  Ragan 
Mm  Nevan  McGaha* 

Mr.  Melvin  A.  Liter 
James  EUatt  McMallaa 

Mrs.  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  E.  Thtum 


Fhwood  Pittman 

Steve  Murphy's  SSC 
N  Columbia  BC 

Mm  Raaa  B.  Wad* 


J.  M.  WMt* 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Johraiy  L  White 

Memorials 


Ms.  Betty  Horton 
George  Barnett 

Mr  A  Mrs  Dan  W. 
Southerland 
Tony  Q.  Bara* 

Diana  A  Michael  Forreat 


State  Boulevard  BC 
Mr.  A  Mm  Oscat  Batter 

Aahtay  id  Lama  Lae  BMtaw 


To  register  or  for  more  information 
please  contact  Chrysleile  Thames 
at  (601 )  922-2242  or  e-mail  at 
cthamesQbaptistchildrensvillage.com 


Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Aaa  Shirley  Byrd 

Ma.  Lou  Alice  Oliaaon 
Dacatar  B.  Byrd 


Church,  dren  present  Mary  Virginia 
Pascagoula,  June  Jordan,  and  the  youngest 
6.  Pictured  are  mother  Sarah  Jordan  Nobles. 
Beaver  with  his 

wife  Candie  and  Calvary  Church, 

children,  Sam  Greenwood,  held  parent/child 
and  Sydney.  dedication  May  9.  Pictured 

(from  left)  are  Sarah  Nobles 
Calvary  with  Josh,  Jeremy  and  Haley 
Church,  Storey  with  Chloe,  and  Mike 
Greenwood,  and  Marla  McLellan  with  Mack, 
honored  their 

mothers  May  9.  Graduate  recognition  was 

Pictured  (front)  held  May  23  at  Calvary  Church, 
is  the  oldest  Greenwood.  Pictured  (from  left) 
mother  Mary  are  Sarah  Nobles,  Suzanne  Muir, 
Braswell,  (from  Chris  Overbey,  Patrick 


Calvary  Church  Graduates,  Greenwood 


The  Beaver  Family 


Calvary  Church  Paient/Child  Dedication,  Greenwood 


The  Evansville  Senior 
Women's  Group  and  CIA  of 
Coldwater  had  a  progressive 
luncheon  to  celebrate  Mother's' 
Day  May  15.  The  CIA  served 
deserts  and  drinks  to  their 
adopted  grandmothers.  They 
gave  them  flowers  and  mag¬ 
nets  they  had  made. 


Arlington  Heights  Church  ESL  Students,  Pascagoula 


For  The  "Right  Deal 
On  A  Church  Bus 

Call  BUI  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


Calvary  Church  Mother's  Day  Recognition,  Greenwood 

wwwvmbcb.org 


Arlington  Heights  Church  ESL  Teachers,  Pascagoula 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH  disc  system  with  record,  modulate,  orches- 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call  tra.  Superb  action  and  tone.  Absolutely  new 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  condition.  A  $17,000  value  at  $12,900, 


condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  All  condo  rental.  Like  home,  all  new  famish-  Columbusflackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
sizes  SUMMER  SPECIAL.  Two  night  jngs  teve)/  ^  stepS(  breathtaking  GOSPEL  PIANO  CDS,  INSTRUMENTAL 

weekend,  $195.00,  4  week  night,  view  sleeps  6,  no  pets.  Call  (888)  879-  favorites  from  yesteryear!  Free  brochure! 

$370.00.  Efficiency  untt  (2  adults  2  kids)  0388  or  Bucmom7Tad.com. _  Jacky  Campbell,  1 1  Clifford,  Natchez,  MS 

- HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO  EXPWSIVE?  391 20-9708.  Visit  lackyCampbell.com. 
NORRl5.  Call  toll-free  today  (800)  880-2305.  We  NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 

bulletins  andfartnnalsJFbr  more  informa-  03,1  ^P1  NJedical  HoSPto)  &  sur-  and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call  (225) 


Evansville  Church  Senior  Women  and  CIA,  Coldwater 


STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv-  problems?  We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Northeast  Alabama  seeks  Minister  of 

ing  MS  &  Al.  since  1992.  Call  (800)  Insurance.  _  music  and  education.  Duties  to 

605-2970.  _  BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO,  include  leading  worship,  adult  and 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS,  walk-in.  Smoke  free,  no  pets,  2  bed-  children’s  choirs,  and  oversight  of 
Christian  owned  home  improvements,  room  2  bath,  sleeps  6.  Washer/dryer,  *dult  and  presctrool  education.  White 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  scenic  view  (662)  746-6702.  Springs  Baptist  Church,  4411 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  AND  RECREATION  Rainbow  Drive,  Rainbow  City,  AL 

3?,2a'^L0rn^  ”  9  MINISTER.  Send  resume  with  photo  to  ”906-  Fax  resume,  to  (256)  442- 

-wita  v.hr»n  nwiwR  _  _  T _  2771  or  email  to  wsbcOmicroxl.com. 

'**"  CHURCH  rtW  UPHOLSTERY,  tai 


sowist/instpjmentalisl 


rehearsals,  wedding  and  funeral  (paid 
by  person  requesting  services).  Send 
resume/letter  of  intent  to  church. 
$MUNCfiAL£  BAftlST  CHURCH  IN 
Attala  Baptist  Association  is  seeking  a 
part-time  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
Send  resume  to  personnel  committee, 
Springdale  Baptist  Church,  28314  Attala 
Hwy.  19,  West,  MS  39205. 


Gulfport,  Miss.,  is  now  accepting 
resumes  for  a  bi-vocational  music  min¬ 
ister.  Send  to  Bayou  View  Baptist 
Church,  personnel  committee,  4709 

MS  39507. 


Ichambedain  Ave.,  Gull 


3200  Arlington  Loop,  Hattiesburg, 
Miss.,  has  opening  for  organist  to  play 
pipe  organ  for  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship.  Also,  for  Wednesday  night  choir 


Desgin,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 

PIANO,  GRAND  KNABE,  6*1*.  Ebony,  PDS 


long  cfctance  company  3.9>Vninute,  no  morthiy 


